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LEUCAS LAVANDULIIFOL 1 A REES AND ITS VARIETIES (LAMIACEAE) 

IN SOUTH INDIA 


Critical studies of Leucas lavanduliifolia 
Rees sensu lato conducted both in the field 
and herbaria revealed that three distinct 
varieties viz., var. lavanduliifolia, var. deci- 
piens and var. nagalapuramiana could be 
recognised in South India. These include a 
new var. nagalapuramiana collected from 
Nagalapuram hills in Chittoor Dt., Andhra 
Pradesh. L. lavanduliifolia var. decipiens 
(Hook, f.) Chandr. & Srin. comb. nov. is pro¬ 
posed. Short descriptions including a key 
to the varieties are given for easy identifica¬ 
tion. All specimens cited are in the South¬ 
ern Circle Herbarium of the Botanical Sur¬ 
vey of India, Coimbatore (MH). 

Leucas lavanduliifolia Ress, Cycl. 20(3), 1819. 

L. linifolia Spreng. Syst. a: 743. 1825. 


Key io the varieties occurring in South India 


1. Calyx-mouth very oblique, teeth 
variable from 6-10, upper tooth 
distinct, much longer than the 
rest ; corolla ± 1.6 cm long, 
mid-lobe of the lower lip ±7 mm 
broad : 

2. Bracts puberulous or finely 
pubescent, not ciliate; calyx 
puberulous or glabrous 
2. Bracts hirsute, intermixed 
with long ciliate hairs; calyx 
densely pubescent or hirsu¬ 
te 

1. Calyx-mouth slightly oblique, 
teeth always 10, upper tooth not 
distinct, all almost equal in 
length ; corolla ± 2.2 cm long, 
midlobe of the lower lip ± 1.1 
cm broad 


var. lavanduliifolia 


var. decipiens 


var. nagalapuramiana 


Leucas lavanduliifolia Rees var. lavandulii¬ 
folia : Rees, Cycl. 20(2). 1819; Mukerjee in 
Rec. bot. Surv. India 14(1): 167, 1940. 
L. linifolia Spreng. Syst. 2: 743. 1825; 
Hook. f. FI. Brit. Ind. 4: 690. 1885; 
Gamble, FI. Pres. Madras 1149. 1924. 
Erect herbs up to 60 cm high; branches 
puberulous or adpressed pubescent. Leaves 
up to 10X1.7 cm, linear, linear-lanceolate 
or lanceolate, entire, undulate or distantly 
serrate, puberulous or adpressed pubescent, 
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subacute at apex, attenuate at base, sessile or 
shortly petioled. Flowers up» r.6 cm long* 
white, shortly pedicelled; bracts -j- 8 1 mm 
long, puberulous. Nutlets 2-3 mm tong. 

Specimens examined-. Andhra Pradesh: 
Chittoor Dt.: Thirumalai, 11 October 1958, 
Subramanyam 6887 ; Rajugunta, 1 October 
1974, Chandrabose 54201 ; Nerabylu, 24 
June 1969, Subbarao 32014; Tirumalai, 18 
June 1969, Subbarao 31942. Ganjam Dt.,: 
Mahendragiri, 15 August 1931, Narayana- 
swami 5608; Mahendragiri, 18 June 1931. 
Narayanaswami 5757; Mahendragiri,' 17 
August 1931, Narayanaswami 5739. Visakha- 
patnam Dt.: Anakapalle, 24 September 1921, 
Acc. no. 85601. Karnataka; Bangalore Dt.: 
Bangalore, March 1886, Acc. no. 41349. My¬ 
sore Dt.: Near St. Philomeno’s College, 10 
March 1964, Sebastine 18705; Bandipur, 24 
August 1964, Naithani 211x0; South Mysore, 
30 November 1910, Barber 8577 ; Sivasamu- 
dram, 24 February 1924, Jacob 17379 ; Bailur, 
kollegal, 12 July 1930, Narayanaswami 3896. 
South Kanara Dt.: Nileshwar, 8 November 
1917, Acc. no. 41370; Nileshwar, 7 Decem¬ 
ber 1919, Acc. no. 41346. Kerala: Calicut 
Dt.: Kutiyadi Submergible area, 24 June 
1965, Naithani 24199; Calicut, 1852, Drew 
s-n. (Acc. no. 41384); Calicut, October 1885, 
Acc. no. 41352; Calicut, 1857, Acc. no. 
41382; Taliparamba, January 1906, Barber 
7682; Taliparamba farm, March 
Barber 7878 ; Taliparamba, 10 March 1915, 
Acc. nos. 41369, 41371. Palghat Dt. : Near 
Dhoni river, 26 May 1964, Vajravelu 19694. 
Tamil Nadu : N. Arcot Dt.: Peria-ari, Alan- 
gayam, 14 July 1958, Subramanyam 6078 ; 
Tippukadu R. F., 28 June 1963, Rama- 
murthy 16597 ; Tippukadu R. F-, 20 Novem¬ 
ber 1963, Ramamurthy 17616. S. Arcot Dt.: 
Gingee R. F., 17 March 1961, Sabastine 
12179. Chingleput Dt.: Vedanthangal, 25- 
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September 1974, Henry 45431; Madras, 
Marcn 1883, acc. no. 41345; ouindy, inov- 
emoer 1053, /ice. no. 41351 ; Vanaaiur, 25 
October 1914, Acc. nos. 41366, 41367. Coim¬ 
batore JJt.: laiavadi, b lviarcn 1931, Jacob 
46. Madurai Lit.: ComDai nverued, 14 
June 1961, Sebastme 12565; Sirumaiai, 
August 1913, Acc. nos. 41341, 41363. Niigin 
Ot.: Vvay to Naduvattam, 21 july 1916, 
Subramanyam 10500; Naduvattam, 2 Ucto- 
ber 1956, Balaknshnan 153; Ooty, 28 Sep- 
temt>er 1930, tia^atinsbnan bg. 5aiem _L*t. : 
Shevaroi wills, etc., Perrottet 103; Betta 
Mognalam, 25 December 1913, Acc. no. 
4 I 3 <5 4- Tirunelveli Dt.; Courtallam, 27 
April 1957, Subramanyam 2971. Tiruchira- 
padi Dt.: bithannavasal, 24 June 1965, Rama- 
murthy 24929; Kollimaiai, 27 June 1916, 
Acc. no. 41353. Without Locality: Bidie 
s - n • (Acc. no. 41385); 1873, Beddome s.n. 
(Acc. no. 41690); Wight s.n. (Acc. nos. 
4i339> 4 I 34°)- 

Lwcas lavanduiiifoiia Rees var. decipiens 

(Hook, f.) Chandr. & Srin. comb. nov. L- 

Hnifolia Spreng. var. decipiens Hook. f. 

FI. Brit. Ind. 4: 691. 1885. 

Crect herbs up to 82 cm high; branches 
pubescent or hispid. Leaves up to 10 x 
1 cm, linear-lanceolate to lanceolate, distant¬ 
ly serrate or undulate, hispid, subacute at 
a pex, attenuate at base, shortly petioled. 
Flowers up to 1.6 cm long, shortly pedicel- 
led ; bracts 1 cm long, pubescent, inter¬ 
mixed with long ciliate hairs. Nutlets 
2-3 mm long. 

Note: Hook. f. ( loc . cii.) recognised this 
entity as a variety of L. Hnifolia. But sub¬ 
sequent works like J. S. Gamble (FI. Pres. 
Madras 1149. 1924) and Mukerjee [Rec. bot. 
Surv. India 14 (1): 167. 1940] have not 

treated this variety perhaps due to its obscu¬ 
rity. Since the occurrence of this taxon is 
restricted only to South India, critical 
studies were made on all the recent and 
old collections deposited at MH. They re¬ 
vealed that var. decipiens deserves a dis¬ 


tinct status of a variety under L. lavanauai- 
fona ; tne presence or long-cmate or mspid 
hairs on tne bracts, and uenseiy pubescent 
or Hirsute calyx are very diagnostic. 

Specimens examined: Ivlrala. Idikki 
Dt.: inenkancni, 23 SeptemDer 1972, 

bbarma 40548.. Iamil Nadu. Coimbatore 
Dt.: Bbi Lrarden, 30 September 1963, hree- 
maahavan 902. Madurai ut-: Wi^n wavy 
Mountains, 10 oeptemDer 1925, jacuo 17070. 
Nilgin JJt. : Marapaiam, 20 January 1957, 
Sebastme 2103; -boxxapuram s\. T., 12 aug¬ 
ust 1970, Sharma 35358 ; Moyar R. F-, 18 
August 1970, Stiarma. 35585; Avalanche, 14 
June 1970, Shetty 34233; coonoor, 1 March 
1963, breemadhavan 900; Ooty, June 1883, 
Acc. no. 41348; Kotagiri, April 1918, 
R.DA. 344; Below Dodabetta, January 
1886, Acc. no. 41347- Salem Dt.: Shevaroys, 
2 December 1964, Rao 18281,. 

Leucas lavanduiiifoiia Rees var. nagalapura- 

miana Chandr. & Srin. var- nov. 

Affinis L. lavanduiiifoiia Rees var. lavan¬ 
duiiifoiia tamen differt calycis ore leviter 
tantum obliquo, dentibus semper 10 et ae- 
qualibus (dente superiore non distincto), 
corolla majore et naculis longioribus. 

Holotypus Chandrabose 45228 A et iso- 
typi Chandrabose 45228 B-I lecti ad collibus 
Nagalapuram hills, Dist. Chittoor, in pro- 
vincia Andhra Pradesh die 4.10.1974; holo¬ 
typus positus in CAL; isotypi positi MH. 

Allied to L. lavanduiiifoiia Rees var. 
lavanduiiifoiia but differs in having calyx 
mouth only slightly oblique, teeth always 10, 
almost equal in length, (uppef tooth not 
distinct); corolla larger; and nutlets longer. 

Erect herbs, 30-80 cm high; branches 
slender, quadrangular, puberulous. Leaves 
3.5-100X0.3-0.6 cm, opposite, decussate, li¬ 
near or linear-ianceolate, entire, slightly un¬ 
dulate or serrulate, puberulous on both sur¬ 
faces, obtuse or subacute at apex, attenuate 
at base, subsessile; lateral nerves 5 pairs, 
ascending. Flowers ±2.3 cm long, white, 
8-30, in one or two whorls at the ends of 
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Leucas lavanduliifolia Rees var. nagalapuramiana Chanidr. & Srin. var. nov. 

Figs. 1*6; 1. Flowering "branch. 2. Calyx. 3. Calyx split opened. 4. Corolla split Opened. 

5. Pistil. 6. Nutlet. 
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the branches ; bracts 3-5 mm long, linear- 
subulate, (puberulous; pedicels 2-3 mm 
long. Calyx ± 8 mm long; tube slightly 
curved, 10-ribbed, puberulous without, glab¬ 
rous excepting the mouth within; mouth 
slightly oblique; teeth -£• 0.5 mm long, al¬ 
ways 10, almost equal in length, acute, not 
with spinescent tip, puberulous. Corolla 
± 2-2 cm long, bilabiate; tube ± 3 mm 
long, annulate within above the middle ; up- 
per lip -j_ 6 mm long, concave, densely 
bearded with white hairs ; lower lip spread- 
mg ; mid-lobe -±- 9 X 11 mm, broadly obovate ; 
lateral lobes ±3X3 mm. Stamens didynam- 
ous, upper pair, -j- 5.5 mm long, lower pair 
±6.5 mm long; anthers connivent, lobes 
divaricate. Disc -|- 0 5 mm long, cupular, 
obscurely 4-!obed. Ovary 1.5 mm long, 
4-partite; style j- 1.4 mm long, subulate at 
apex, upper lobe obsolete. Nutlets -j- 4X 


1 mm, brownish black, oblong, triquetrous 
(Figs. 1-6). 

The holotype Chandrabose 45228 A 
(CAL) and isotypes Chandrabose 45228 B-I 
(MH) were collected from Nagalapuram 
hills, Chittoor Dt., Andhra Pradesh oft 
4.10.1974. 

Common along the slopes of the hills 
especially in the open grasslands in rocky, 
and gravelly soil, at an altitude of about 
250 m. 
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ON THE IDENTITY OF HOMAL 1 UM CILIATUM MUKHERJEE 

(FLACOURTIACEAE) 


During a study of some material of the 
family Flacourtiaceae, the authors came 
across the reference of species namely Homa- 
dum ciliatum Mukherjee, described by N- 
Mukherjee [/. Bombay nat. Hist. Soc- 
69(2): 390 . 1971] based on the sheets Kanjilal 
5221. 

A critical study of the herbarium sheets 
deposited in the Central National Herbarium 
and in the Kanjilal Herbarium, all without 
Mukherjee’s annotations, shows that these 
specimens perfectly match, Homalium bha- 
moense Cubit et Smith var. debharmani 


Kanjilal /. 

N. Mukherjee seems to have come across 
the binomial H. ciliatum Debb. in FI. 
Assam 1(2): (preface),which was without any 
description. Thinking it to be a nomen 
nudum he provided it with a detailed des¬ 
cription and published it. 

It is true that Debbarman also thought it 
to be a new species and labelled some of 
original sheets as H. ciliatum Debb. But, 
subsequently he changed his opinion and 
he never described this plant as new species. 
In the Kanjilal’s manuscript and in one of 
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